Save the Dugong
The critically endangered and culturally treasured dugong is a manatee-like creature that lives in the pristine conditions of Henoko Bay. In 1955, Japan listed the Okinawa dugong as a "Natural Monument." Japan’s Mammalogical Society placed the dugong on its Red List of Mammals, and the dugong is recognized by the U.S. government as federally endangered. The Okinawa dugong has considerable cultural significance for the Okinawan people, and only about 50 dugongs are thought to remain in these waters. The base construction would imperil the last remaining critical habitat for the Okinawa dugong, destroying feeding trails and seagrass beds essential for dugong survival. 
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Dugong v. Gates Lawsuit

A coalition of U.S. and Japanese organizations and individuals, represented by Earthjustice, filed a lawsuit in the United States District Court in 2003. The court determined that the U.S. Department of Defense failed to assess the impact of constructing a sea-based airbase off the coast of Okinawa on the last remaining feeding grounds of the endangered Okinawa dugong. 
Please Donate 
Despite this historic ruling and in the face of mounting pressure from the U.S. government, the Japanese government is waffling on its earlier commitment not to build a new U.S. base on the island. Therefore, we’re breathing new life into a 15-year campaign to close the base and halt the construction of a new base. As part of our strategy, we will conduct a media campaign to raise awareness among the U.S. public about the widespread opposition to any new base or base expansion and the threat of these plans to the fragile Okinawan ecosystem.

The media campaign, which will include a full-page ad in The Washington Post, will be instrumental in reaching out to U.S. citizens in a way that has never been done before on this issue. The campaign is expensive. Our Japanese partners are raising money in Japan, but they need our help.
Please donate to our cause. Even small donations can add up to make a big difference. You can donate at our website: closethebase.org
Another way you can help is to become a fan of our Facebook page (I Oppose the Expansion of US Bases in Okinawa) and encourage your friends to become fans, too. We have a chance to change U.S. policy, but only if we act now.

Thank you,

The Network for Okinawa (NO) 
                 [image: image3.jpg]



 The Network for Okinawa (NO)
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Close the Base Campaign
Contact
John Feffer
Institute for Policy Studies
1112 16th Street, NW
Washington, DC, 20036
Phone: 202-294-9128
E-mail: johnf@ips-dc.org                        
Website: http://closethebase.org
Who We Are
The Network for Okinawa (NO) is a grassroots network that draws together representatives from peace groups, environmental organizations, faith-based organizations, academia, and think tanks.
Member organizations of NO include: 
American Conservative Defense Alliance      
American Friends Service Committee             
Center for Biological Diversity                
Columban Center for Advocacy and Outreach  
Fellowship of Reconciliation               
Greenpeace                                
Institute for Policy Studies                       
Japan Environmental Lawyers Federation            
Just Foreign Policy                               
Pax Christi USA                              
Peace Action                                 
Peace Boat US                               
Peace Philosophy Centre                         
United Methodists                          
Veterans for Peace                           
Women for Genuine Security  

Our network supports the democratic decisions of the Okinawan people and opposes the expansion of U.S. military bases on Okinawa. We support the unconditional closure of the U.S. Marine Corps base at Futenma and oppose the construction of other U.S. bases in Okinawa.

NO’s counterpart in Japan is the Japan-US Citizens for Okinawa Network (JUCON), a network of American and Japanese citizens who want to protect Okinawa’s environment, culture, and people from the bases.                    
Visit our website: http://closethebase.org 
Why We Are Doing This
( Okinawans oppose relocating the base in Okinawa 

Okinawans don’t want the military operations  of  U.S Marine Corps’ Futenma Air Station to be relocated to Camp Schwab and Henoko Bay. According to an April 2010 opinion poll, 90% of Okinawans do not want Futenma to be relocated within the prefecture. 
( Save the precious ecosystem and the dugong
  
The relocation would destroy a valuable ecosystem, including nearly 400 types of coral and the habitat for more than 1,000 species of fish. It would devastate the dugong habitat in Henoko Bay and nearby Oura Bay. It would also harm three endangered sea turtles, several threatened birds, and stands of mangrove trees. Construction of the base would also increase water and noise pollution in the area. 
(Relocating Futenma’s training functions to Tokunoshima Island? 

The Japanese government is also considering relocating Futenma’s training functions to Tokunoshima Island, 200 kilometers north of Okinawa. Although it is technically outside of the prefecture, Tokunoshima was part of Ryukyu Kindom before it was annexed by Japan. It is still part of Okinawa, culturally and historically, and all the mayors of Tokunoshima towns oppose the plan. 
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U.S. Military Bases
Okinawa’s population accounts for only 1% of the total Japanese population. And yet 74% of all U.S. military facilities, 33 out of 90 in Japan, are located in Okinawa. These bases cover more than 10% of the Okinawan prefecture, and 20% of Okinawa Island. This puts an inequitable burden on the Okinawan people.
About 43,000 U.S. troops are stationed throughout Japan, 22,000 in mainland and 21,000 in Okinawa, of which 12,400 are US Marine Corps. Due to the overwhelming presence of the U.S. military in Okinawa, it is often called the “Island of Military Bases.” 
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